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DUFFY'S TAVERN 
A RECORD OF THE OFFICERS CLUB 
OF THE IX TACTICA.L AIR COMMAND 
CLUJB OJFJFYCJEJRS . 
JULY 1945 
Col. Robert I. FLETCHER, President 
Lt. Col. Francis PARKMAN, Board Member 
Capt. Thomas D. MURPHY, Board Member 
1st Lt. Hal B. LUNSFORD, Board Member 
2nd Lt. Everett F. BICKFORD, Board Member 
. ... . 
. 
... 
- -
! 
The American 
flag over Weimar, 
Germany 
V-E DAY 
8 May 1945 
FORWARD 
This book 1s not intended as a H~story of IX T. A. C., neither is it an evaluation 
of the Command's contribution to Victory in Europe. Such a story will be written elsewhere. 
Instead it is being composed because - we - the Officers of IX T. A. C. - want to keep 
alive in our minds eye the fond associations and the satisfying memories of life in our Headquarters ; 
to call to mind the genuine companionship and decent fellowship for that day when such values 
become good to remember. This is « Duffys Tavern », with a IO cent top for the best in the house, 
and genial Bob Straight in charge. 
This book is an unpretentious attempt, sketchy and incomplete though it necessarily be, to 
capture here and -there in this series of photographs something of the associations of this period. 
Many of the men who did most to create this spirit of good fellowship have passed by us on the 
road to war. These men we salute. 
One word more; if at casual glance there appears a frivilous note, remember that these 
were not frivilous days. For there were days here too without mail, days full of the anxiety of 
separation, monotony and loneliness, and these were the associatioN..s which eased the Pressure 
when a Chaplains punch wouldn't do the trick. 
And to us it has a kind of symbolism. It taught us that no matter where Americans are 
placed they will make the best of the situation. Deeper than that, it taught us that while fighting 
a vicious enemy, those powers of darkness who would destroy our way of life, we could at the 
same time, forge a closer bond of unity betw~en men of good will - Americans of all ranks, 
all shades of opinion and all religious faiths. It was, if you will, Democracy in action. 
·- Here are the scenes touching on a spirit we-will never forget. Reminder of the days when, 
far from home and those we loved, we brought cheer to one another and carried on ih the name 
of J ustic.e and Peace. 

Ralph F. STEARLEY, Brigadier General, U. S. A . . 
-

ABRAMSON, Stanley, S. Maj. 
Newark, N J. 
BAKER, Robert N., Lt. Col. 
Washington, D. C. 
ARMBRUSTER, Robert W. Capt. 
Cumberland, Md. 
BALDWIN, Frank, Major 
Washington, D. C. 
BAIN, Beecher, Lt. Col. 
Waco, Texas 
BENTLEY, Edwin R., Lt. Col. 
Lakeland, Florida 
BENTON, George F., Capt. 
Glendale, California. 
BRODY, Sydney F., Lt. Col. 
· Glencoe, Illinois. 
BICKFORD, Everett F., Lieut. 
Welmington, Vermont. 
BROUSSARD, Milburn]., Lt. Col. 
Alexandria, Louisiana. 
BOND, Robert L., Capt. 
New York, New York. 
BLUCHER, Harold H., Major 
Sacramento, California. 
BRUNNER, Louis A., Capt. BURTON, Frederick J., Lieut. 
Plainefield, New York• BUCKBERRY; Marvin S. , Maj. Rocky River, Ohio. 
Dearborn, Michigan. 
CARHART,Jr.Will. H. C., Lt. Col. 
BURDETTE, Holis, Lt. Col. 
Chicago, Illinois. CARROLL, W alker K., Lt. Col. 
Washington, D. C. Belie an , Louisiana. 
CASHMAN, James E. J., Lieut. 
Jackson, Alabama. 
CLARK, James J., Lt. Col. 
San Antonio, Texas. 
CASTEL, Arthur F., 
San Bernardino,! Cal. 
COATES, George H., Capt. 
Marietta, Ga. 
.... ,. 
CHUNN, Calvin C., Major 
Jackson, Alabama. 
COLEMAN, Thomas L., Lieut. 
Warsaw, N.Y. 
COLES, Lee, Major 
Washington, D. C. 
COOK, Chester W., Major 
Ft. Lauderdale P. 0. Box r88. 
CONAN, Mark E., Lt. Col. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
COOLEY, Bradford R., Capt. 
Detroit, Michigan. 
CONE, John M., Colonel 
Cjo A. G., Washington, D. C. 
CRAGG, Ernest T., Major 
Greenwich, Connecticut. 
CRAIG, Sydney G., Major 
Evanston, Illinois. 
DRIVER, Robert L., L ieut. 
Sturgis, Mich. 
DAVIS, Kenneth R., Lieut. 
Madison, vVisconsin. 
DUNNE, Joseph P., Major 
Chicago, Illinois. 
DEV!NE, Jean F., Major. 
Pharr, Texas. 
ELDER, Kenneth W., Lieut. 
S. Charleston, Ohio. 
; 
,, 
EUDEY, Mark, Civ. 
Washington, D. C. 
FETTERMAN, AdamS., Major 
Castle Shannon, Penn. 
FERNANDEZ, Antonio WO., (j.G.) 
New York. 
FLETCHER, Robert I., Col. 
Syracuse, New York. 
FARRIS, Nolan F, Major 
State College, Penn. 
FORSTENZER, Claus, Capt. 
Kew Gardens, New York 
FORSYTHE, Homer, Major 
Cambridge, Ohio 
HAALAND, Arne W., Major 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
GAITHER, Howard H., Lieut. 
Fairfield, Illinois 
HAGGERTY, John H., Lieut. 
New York 
GAMBILL, John H., Lt. Col. 
Seattle, Washington 
HARRIS, Alfred F. , Lieut. 
New York 
HEDGPETH, James A., Major 
Rowland, N. C. 
HUGHES, Arthur]., Major 
Westbury, L. I., N.y. 
HODDY, Lee]., Major 
Louisville, Kentucky 
ISKE, Elmer L., Captain 
Ira, Iowa 
HOLLOWAY, Carl W., Captai·n 
Oakdale, California 
JAMES, Harry R., Captain 
Jacksonville, Florida 
KIERSTEAD, Robert W ., Major 
Great Falls, Montana 
KRAMER, Richard B., Captain 
Detroit, Michigan 
KIRK, Wyatt L., Lieut. 
Topeka, Kansas 
KRAUS, Lewis J., Lieut. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
KOUTSLAVES, Alexander, Major 
Brooklyn, New York 
KVESETH, Georges B., Captain 
Washington, D .C. 
.I 
LARANETA, Peter., Major 
Visilia, California 
LUNSFORD, Hal B., Lieut. 
Washington, D.C. 
LARSON, R. W., O.R.S. 
Madison 3, Wisconsin 
MALAY, William J ., Lieut. 
Nashua, N.H. 
LOCKERT, Leonard E., Major 
Seattie, Washington 
MAGIN, Arthur G., Lieut. 
Washington, D.C. 
I 
MARTIME, Frank L., Major 
Newark, New Jersey 
MELSHEIMER, A. H ., Captain 
MAYS, Richard R., Major 
Los Angeles, Cal 
MEYERS, Gilbert L., Co:onel 
Grand Forks, N. Dakota 
McCABE, Calvert C., Major 
Towson, Maryland 
MILES, Charles C., Captain 
Columbia, Mo 
MILLER, Stephen, Lieut. 
New York, N.Y. 
MOREE, Herbert E ., Lt. Col. 
Syracuse, New York 
MITCHELL, Montfort ., Captain 
Tracy, Iowa 
MURPHY, Thomas D., Captain 
Wilkes-Barre, Penn 
MOORE, George K., Major 
Everett, Washington 
MURRAY, Edward E., Li~ut . 
Buttle, Montana 
MURRAY, Gus., SQ Leader (R.A.F. ) 
London, England 
PAINE, Franklin R., Captain 
Tonopah, Nevada 
NICHOLS, Howard F., Colonel 
c;o A. G. Washin~ton, D.C. 
PALM, Robert N., Lieut. 
Michigan City, Indiana 
; . 
OSCARSON, Clifford H., Captain 
Chicago, Illinois 
:PARKMAN, Francis, Lt. Col. (1£l 
Southborough, Mass 
• 
• 
PATTERSON, Joe D., Captain 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
PIZEY, John B., Lieut. 
Sioux City, Iowa 
PICA TTl, Charles G., Captain 
Yakima, Washington 
PRATHER, Venning R., Captain 
Palestine, Texas 
PINSKY, Abraham., Major 
Follansbee, West Virginia 
PRECHTEL, John E., Captain 
Denver, Colorado 
• 
RAYLE, Roy E., Major 
Eastover, South Carolina 
RAPPOLD, Herbert F., Captain 
Granville, Ohio 
REINHARD, Robert W., Captain 
Amherst, Ohio 
REAVLEY, Jack W., Captain 
Lamar, Missouri 
RANDALL, Leland, Captain 
Oneonta, Alabama 
SCHENK, Fred. A.R.C. 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 
SCHONBERGER, Robert T., Major 
Elendale, North Dakota 
SHORTLEY, Rush M., Major 
Des Moines, Iowa 
SCHRODER, Leroy C., Lieut. 
Dubois, Pa 
SHOUP, William N., Lieut. 
Clarksburg, W. Va 
i 
SHIRLEY, William J., Major 
Houston , Texas 
SIENER George J., Lieut. 
Niag«.ra Falls, N.Y. 
SORRELLS, Iry B., Lt. Col. 
Grayson, Louisiana 
STOCKER, Henry J., Lieut. 
Feeding Hills, Mass. 
STEVENS, Curtis H., Lieut. 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
STRAIGHT, Robert F., Captain 
Tarzana, California 
STRICKLAND, Harold H., Captain 
Detroit, Michigan 
STRONG, Almon B., Captain 
Minot, North Dakota 
SWEATT, Blaine, Lieut. 
Everett, Mass. 
THALER, David N., Captain 
Arlington, Va. 
SWINK, Don G., Captain 
Portland, Oregon 
THRASHER, Robert E., Lieut. 
Salsberry, Ind. 
TEMPSKE, Paul T., Major 
Los Angeles, California 
TOBIN, Leonard, Lieut . 
Miani Beach, Florida 
VAN ARMAN, Clarence G., Captain 
Chicago, Illinois 
WHITE, Joseph C., Major 
Nashville, Tennessee 
VOORHIES, Firman, Major 
San Francisco, California 
WHELAN, Bernard WO., (JG) 
Hoelyoke, Mass. 
WAN ERMAN, Maurice, Captain 
New York, N.Y. 
WARREN, Elias H., Lt. Col. 
Konnopob, North Carolina 
WASEM, Clint: n, Col. 
Washington, D.C. 
WIMER, William B. , Lt. Col. 
San Diego, California 
WEBSTER, Daniel P., Captain 
St. }arnica, New York 
WOLFE, Fred J., Captain 
Hammond, Indiana 
WILSON, George H. , Lt. Col. 
T•, Yonkers, New York 
YANDELL, Leonard W ., CWO. 
Branson, Missouri 
YOUNGREEN, Robert H . , Lieut. ZAVIST, Algerd F., Lieut. 
Pollock, Minn Chicago, Illinois 
~ I 
I REMEMBER THE DAY 
June 1944 - July 1945 
The first Officers' mess of the IX TAC was a single wall tent in Normandy. It was set 
up soon after the landing on Omaha Beach on a site near Grandcampe and not far from the 
much-bombed coastal battery at Point du Hoe. Around the entire area many metallic fragments 
from large naval shells were scattered. The ground was torn with deep shell holes. There were 
numerous slit trenches and many signs - Achtung Minen. Mines were only one of the hazards 
of those early days on the beachhead. There was also strafing, bombing and Calvados. 
On the 20th day of June the mess moved to a new site near LES OUBEAUX agam 
close behind the lines of the First Army. Now we sported two wall tents joined together. Cows 
and horses at first shared that site near ISIGNY. Nearby the Long Toms were firing. There 
were many days with chill rains that whipped in from the sea. During those long summer days, 
too, at about 23r5 hours Goering's bombers usually arrived. Our AA greeted the visitors with 
such a concentration of noise and metal that early sleepers concluded that there was not much 
percentage in hitting the G. I. sack until after the mess had closed. 
Tents were struck again on the second of August and re-erected for the third time near 
CANISY. From out of the officers mess at midnight came the coffee that kept Ops personnel 
burning the midnight oil until dawri. Some nearby bombing and strafing improved the blackout 
of all tents . The IX TAC and First Army H eadquarters were closely adjacent to each other 
on the green level grounds surrounding an old French Chateau. One of the wings of the Chateau 
had received a direct hit the day before we arrived. 
With the Third Army making a wide run around the flank of the advancing First Arrpy 
we moved again.; this time to a hilltop near the small village, COUL OUVRAY. The \Vehrmacht, 
under Hitle~is intuition, launched an armored counterattack, with the object of reaching the sea 
near Avranches and separating the First and Third Army. En route to the site of the new mess 
one could overlook a part of the battlefield, where bitter fighting was in progress. This, the 
fourth move, of the Officers' Mess, took us away from the Channel. The weather became warmer. 
There was an absence of enemy air activity. However, a squadron of wasps, with hornets for 
top cover, joined the mess. These pests read all secret movement orders and always arrived at 
new sites in time to dive born b the first can of marmalade to be set on the table. 
First Army and IX T AC moved again with the envelopment of the Germans in the 
Falaise Gap. This fifth move to HALEINE on 23 August took us into well kept pastures and 
woods near another beautiful Chateau. Again the area became off limits to cows . A deep stream 
flowed alongside the side and Hq fishermen gathered often in the mess to talk about red-eyes, 
or speckled trout and how, if, they only had their good old fly rod. Now the technique of 
moving Duffy's mess had become standardized. Tents came down fast and went up fast to the 
consternation of the dogs who had joined IX TAC also. 
With the elimination of the Falaise Gap the rat-race to the Siegfried Line began. 
Tanks, artillery, infantry, our fighter bombers, pounded the demoralized Germans across the 
Seine. IX TAC pulled stakes again. Their longest jump put them into the Palace grounds at 
Versailles very soon after the liberation of Paris. Beaucoupe mademoiselles were nearby ; 
enthusiastic, too. Extended supply lines and the Red . Ball trucks carrying high priority ammu-
nition and fuel resulted in an extended period of ro in r's ... Ah, but the champaigne. 
Thence, on r3 September the seventh move of the mess carried us into Belgium, on 
a hilltop south of Charleroi. The officers mess was set up under some plum tress. By . now the 
T. 0. of attached dogs had increased to an even dozen. And there we were initiated in the mystic 
order of the V-2s. 
On the second of October, we moved to one of the most beautiful cities in Belgium -
VERVIERS. VERVIERS was not far from the German border and near the famous Spa. This, 
our eighth move, was the most sensational of all. For the first time since coming ashore about 
June r6th the mess was in a building, the beautiful Society de Harmonie, a two story masonry 
building complete with dining hall and kitchen, billiard room, and ball room. Needless to say, 
Duffy immediately spread his stuff. With winter fast closing in and with the autumn rains 
mixing with snow who is tltere who Will ever forget the Society de Harmonie, the lounge room, 
the dining ball that overlooked the formal garden and bandstand, and, the steam heat. Here 
the Saturday dances of the IX TAC became an institution. 
As the winter advanced and the snow piled up high there were officers who often thought, 
«Well this is just too good to last». Others thought that with December and a static front such 
unaccustomed luxury would last until Spring. Von Runstedt settled all arguments on December 
li t 
r6th with the bloody Ardennes counter-offensive. VERVIERS was a target. Buzz-bombs by the 
dozen passed overhead enroute to nearby LIEGE. Many crashed in VERVIERS. Armored 
spearheads and advancing saboteurs reached toward the Meuse. VERVIERS was outflanked. 
Long range artillery began the bombardment of the tow~. Each night the Heinkels, JU 88s or 
87s dive bombed and strafed. After three days of sbellfire IX TAC made hasty retreat westward, 
part of the Hq. falling back to CHARLEROI and the remainder to LIEGE - on the receiving 
end of the buzz-bombs. At CHARLEROI the mess was in a private home. In LIEGE the mess 
was in the Hotel Moderne, where plenty of fresh air in each room was a guaranty. Christmas 
and New Years Day where not completely cheerful in LIEGE and CHARLEROI. 
About 19 January, the Ardennes bulge was straightened. We returned to the Society de 
Harmonie in VERVIERS. The Belgian waitresses and cooks were as enthusiastic as we about 
the return to this beautiful place. 
Our eleventh move took us to Germany, Duffy set up in the requisitioned borne of a 
wealthy Nazi, in BRUI:IL, three miles from the river Rhine whose opposite banks were held 
by the Wehrmacht. 
On 8 April we crossed the Rhine ·and moved into a former German training site on a 
high hilltop at MARBURG. The cold stone barracks were cleaned out. Displaced persons 
Poles, Russians, and French - helped as mess attendents. Remember Marie and Julia? 
On z5 April 1945 we loaded for our thirteenth move on the continent, roo miles down 
the autobahn, over the Thuringian Mountains to WEIMAR. WEIMAR lodged in tbe rolling 
bills, warm an peaceful in the April sun. More than most cities WEIMAR represented the best 
and worst in the German characer. Here Goethe wrote. Here in Thuringia Park, Schiller dreamed 
his poetry. Here German democrats founded the ill-fated WEIMAR Republic. Less than ten 
years later it was WEIMAR which gave the Austrian paper hanger his German citizenship. And 
in these same beautiful bills, only two miles from where we lived in an abandoned barracks of 
the Wehrmacht lay Buchenwald and its untold thousands of victims. It was a fitting place, then, 
to celebrate Victory-in-Europe Day. 
On 26 June 1945, following the demarcation which included Thuringia within the 
Russian zone we made our 14th move; this time westward into an elegant Officers' mess of the 
defunct Luftwaffe in FRITZLAR. Here, under the shadow of a r5th century cathedral and the 
ruins of a third century Roman wall, we awaited our fate. 
Officers of The IX TAC, Verviers, Belgium November, 1945. 
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TEMPSKE, Paul T. 
HOLLOWAY, Carl W. 
PRATHER, Venning R. 
RAPPOLD, Herbert F . 
BICKFORD, Everett F . 
ELDER, Kenneth W. 
ELLIS, James R. 
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~c 
Lt. Col. 0-913871 
Captain 0-572050 
Captain 0-479!43 
Captain 0-566484 
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A-2 SECTION 
PARKMAN, Francis · Colonel 
CRAIG, Sidney G. Major 
HAALAND, Arne W . Major 0-347 !08 
VOORHIES, Firman Major 
WHITE, J oseph 0. Major 
STRICKLAND, Harold B. Major 
KRAMER, Richard D . Captain 0-563557 
PAINE, Franklin R. Captain o-202702 
MILLER, Stephen rst Lt. o-1642392 
MORRISSEY, Frederick K. rst Lt. o- ro40273 
MURRAY, Edward E . rst Lt. o-573890 
COLEMAN, Thomas L. 2nd Lt. 0-5837!0 
STEVENS, Curti:; H. 2nd Lt. 0-701192 
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A-3SECTION 
NICHOLS, Howard F. Colonel 0-21501 
BRODY, Sidney F . Lt. Col. 0-428933 
WARREN, Elias H . Lt. Col. 0-352894 
BAKER, Robert N. Lt. Col. 0-412617 
HEDGPET H, J ames A. Lt. Col. 0-427728 
CRAGG, Ernest T . Major 0-26144 
J AMES, H arry R . Major 0-568780 
CRABTREE, Norman V. Captain o-885227 
NASH , Allen T . Captain 0-740259 
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>// / WOLFE, Fred J. Captain 0-495832 
ALDRICH, William M. Ist Lt. 0-7100!8 
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GUTHRIE, Robert B. Ist Lt. o-866or 2 
JOHANSEN, Martin C. I st. Lt. 0-7 56598 
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WRIGHT, Frank B., J r. rst Lt. o-8r8o82 
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L£MON· JUICE POWDER 
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WIMER, William B. Lt. Col. 0-129JI8 
MOREE, Herbert E. Lt. Col. 0-476189 
HUGHES, Arthur J. Major 0-434247 
3501 LARANE T A, Peter Major 0-909892 
MARTINE, FrankL. Major 0-340685 
ARMER USTER, Robert W. Captain 0-566692 
PFOST, Joseph F. 
HORST, Urban J~ WO ( jg) W-21 12448 
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BENTLEY, Edwin R. Lt. Col. o-917595 
PINSKY, Abraham Major 0-2051856 
RANDALL, Leland Captain 0-3 r695 r 
PIZEY, John B. rst Lt. o-2052329 
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ORDNANCE SECTION 
CONE, John M. Colonel 0-20658 
ABRAMSON, Stanley S. Major o-354240 
RAYLE, Roy E., Jr. Major o-25113 
WILLIAMS, Alfred D., J r. Captain o-493036 
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SPECIAL SERVICE SEC~ION 
BUCKBERRY, Marvin S. Major o-564934 
WEBSTER,_ Daniel P. Captain o-562301 
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SWINK, Don G. Captain 0-447 505 
SMITH, Lawrence E. rst Lt. o-1643347 
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CHAPL AIN 'S SECTION 
BROUSSARD, Milburn J. Lt. Col. o-389944 
MARCUS, Robert S. Captain 0-495415 
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STAT CONTROL. SECTION 
BLUCHER, Harold R . 
ISKE, E lmer L. 
DAVIS, Kenneth R. 
~ 
Ma(ior 0-43268 I 
Captain o-6492 I 3 
rst Lt. o-650705 
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MEDICAL SECTION 
ROBINSON, ROBERT W . Lt. Col. o-21029 
CASEY, William R . 
GRAYSON, Maurice B. Captain 0-344640 
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SIGNAL SECTION 
GARLAND, E. Blair Colonel 
WILSON, George Lt. Col. 
COOLEY, Bradford R. Major 
McCABE, Calvert C. Major 
COATES, George H. Captain 
DENISTON, John J. Captain 
VAN ARMAN, Clarence G. Captain 
THRASHER, Robert E Captain 
BROOKE, Albert B., Jr. I st Lt. 
GAITHER, Howard H. 1st Lt. 
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WEATHER Section 
THALER, David Captain o-86r857 
BURTON, Frederick J ., J r. rst Lt. o-874201 
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QUARTERMASTER SECTION 
CARHART, Wm., H., C., Jr. Lt. Col. o-381895 
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MURPHY, Thomas D. Captain o-1590684 
J 
NOIJ.n:IS '1:133NIDN3 
J '· 
HQ. COMMANDANT 
DUNNE, Joseph P. Major 0-335713 
FORSTENZER, Claus Captain 0-1637435 
HAGARTY, John H. Ist Lt. 0-1586628 
TOBIN, Leonard rst Lt. 0-564480 
SPICA, Joseph D. 2nd Lt. 0-2025696 
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SQUADRON HEADQUARTERS 
SH IRLEY, William J . Major 0-1577845 
LAM BORN, Robert M. Captain o-855314 
MILES, Charles C. Captain 0-366171 
PATTERSON, Joe D. Captain 0-290889 
PETERSON, Harry E. Captain o-662595 
YOUNG, Roland G., C., Jr. Captain 0-460490 
ATH ESON, Frank JSt Lf. o-887747 
D R IVER, Robert L. rst Lt. 0-577936 
GATES, Lyman R. 1st Lt . 0-702204 
JACOBSON, Willard J . rst Lt. 0-7 I 3459 
LEAVITT, Fred erick J . 1st Lt . 0-792037 
MA TOCHIK;; George J . rst Lt. o-810185 
PARRY, R0bert E. 1st Lt. 0-760379 
PENNEMAN, Richard D . rst Lt. 0-76o667 
SIENER George J . rst Lt. o-857318 
TAYLOR , Richard W . 1st Lt. o-676823 
YOUNGGREN,Robert H. I st Lt. 0-521042 
COINER , Robert J. 2nd Lt. 0-2026725 
SHOUP . William N. 2nd Lt. 0-795652 
THIESEN, Arthur P. 2nd Lt. 0-775198 
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37 GUTHRIE, Thomas A. rst Lt. o-571888 
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0.\\ ADJUTANr GENERAL 
CLARK, Jame.3 J., Sr. Lt Col.. 0-472493 
FETTERMAN, Adam, S. Major 0-902637 
LOCKERT, Leonard, E. Major 0-435087 
STOCKER, Henry, J. 2nd Lt. 0-2009536 
SMITH, Paul, H. CWO W2I20463 
YANDELL, Leonard, W. CWO W2r2o465 
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